
Dymen of Hudsonôs River 
Paternal Lineage Study 
 Surname spelling Dymen is found in the earliest records. It is used in 

place of surnames Diamond, Dymond, and Dimond, all of which are 

used in the patrilineage. 

 

 

 

 

 Matthew Dymond
 1740  

biographical sketch 

Draft update: 1.28.2012 

Additions and revisions are probable 

S.J. Dimond with contributions by C. E. Howland, V. L. Dymond, R. McGuinness, and C. Short. Expanding on the 

work of Robert H. Dymond. Pages 1-7 of the book: 

 

GENEALOGY OF THE DYMOND, WILLIAMS AND RELATED FAMILIES 1981 ROBERT H. DYMOND 

"A genealogy is never completed, for there are always new events occurring, new 

discoveries made, and ever-present errors to be corrected. Many defects spring from 

the very nature of what is attempted and no one can avoid them.........".  Robert H. 

Dymond 

Robert H. Dymondôs book covers the Luzerne and Wyoming County Pennsylvania branches of a greater Dymen 

paternal lineage whose root is found in the Hudson River Valley in 1700s colonial America. Robert wrote this book 

from the perspective of his Pennsylvania branch line stemming from John Dymond
1768

. After a fresh look at the 

outline it is found that from John Dymond
1768

 forward the original outline is fairly accurate especially in later 

generations down the line of John. However some linkages and early history presented have been revised. There too 

are issues regarding some of the men considered sons of John, who may in fact not be. It would be desirable to 

yDNA test men from untested branch lines. There were other Dymond men of Johnôs generation in the same 

óDymond Hollowô Pennsylvania vicinity who all arrived about the same time from New York, presumably from the 

Woodstock or Poughkeepsie vicinities. It is difficult to sort who was actually linked to whom. Especially mysterious 

is what became of Matthew
1775

 and his large family.  

 

D*mon[d]:  The surname has taken many forms over the years. It should be understood that spelling of the day in 

the 1600s and 1700s Hudson River Valley was phonetic with Dutch [West Germanic], German, and English each 

influencing and contributing, often at the whim of the recording scribe. Some spellings recorded include: Dymen; 

Dimon; Dymond; Diamond; Dimond; Diamen. There were over twenty variants. Branch surname spellings 

stabilized by 1830. In general the Ontario branch spelling has been Diamond since the Loyalist migration of 1783.  

Woodstock, NY and Pennsylvania branches settled into the Dymond spelling. Descendants of Henry Dimond
1772

 are 

the exception. Henry settled on Dimond but his sons are recorded as Dimond, Dymond, Diman, and Diamond. 



Matthew Dymond  

Born, 1740, in Dutchess Co, NY 

Died, 1839, Woodstock, Ulster Co, NY 

Burial, 1839, family farm 

Married Anne Mosher 

It is not known with certainty when or where Matthew was born. A story found in the book Montross: A Family 

History tells of the Woodstock village bells tolling ninety-nine times upon his death. One for every year of his life 

which gives us the year of birth as 1740. [MFH] Lore and tradition place the location of his birth as the Clove valley 

of Beekman Patent in New York Province though there is nothing to support this. Robert Dymond in his book 

Genealogy of the Dymond, Williams, and Related Families 1981 speculates that Matthew was born most likely in 

England. We know from extensive yDNA testing of direct line descendants that Matthewôs direct paternal line was 

American Indian. We know with certainty that the direct paternal line descends from the Eastern Woodland 

Algonquian speaking population indigenous to the eastern seaboard. [DHRP: Ancient Ancestry I Beyond the age of 

surnames and Ancient Ancestry II Dymen within haplogroup Q] Whether Matthew was first, second, or even third 

generation removed from his Amerindian root is not known. The best guess, based on grandchildrenôs phenotype 

and genotype, is first generation. 

 

The identity of Matthewôs parents is not known with certainty. The Settlers of the Beekman Patent Vol. IV -D 1997-

Vol. VI 2001, posits a genealogy that links Matthew as son of Johannes and Christianna Dymen. Johannes was the 

son of Edward (Ned) Dymen/Dimond family of Beekman Patent. There are no records supporting this supposition.  

There are several ways to interpret what is known. Circumstantial facts including relative geographic location and 

surname lead us to the conclusion that there is a familial link of some kind between the Ned Dimond family and 

Matthew Dymond. This could be biologic, adoptive, or associative. It is also possible there was no connection 

whatsoever.  

Edward [Ned] Dimond is very likely descended from the Dimondôs of Marblehead, Massachusetts Colony. If a link 

between Matthew and the Beekman Dymen family is biologic it would not change the Algonquian root but would 

move tribal connections east and further back in time. At this time there is more reason to think the link was 

adoptive or associative.  

 

Seventy-five years before the birth of Matthew Dymond the Dutch relinquished control of the Hudson River to the 

British. The territory known as New Nederlandt became New York, a Province of England. By this time small pox, 

measles and typhus had killed 95% of the Indian population in the Hudson River Valley. Periodic outbreaks 

continued through the 1700s. 

Dymond men are recorded in the mid 1700s west of Hudsonôs River near Marbletown which was land of the 

Esopus-Munsee [1747] and east of the river from Poughkeepsie south to Fishkill and Phillipstown [Matthew 1740]. 

This was the land of the Wappinger which had numbered at about 8,000 in 30 villages in 1600. 

Poughkeepsie was roughly the dividing line between the Mahican and Wappinger Indians, Mahicans to the north 

and Wappinger to the south. Mahican and Wappinger were closely related as were all Algonquian speaking Natives 

from the Carolinas north to Newfoundland and west along the northern side of the Great Lakes. These people were 

very different from their neighbors on the west side of Hudsonôs River. These were Iroquois known as the 

Haudenosaunee or the "People of the Longhouse". Both groups were relative new comers to the east. Proto 

Algonquian speakers had migrated from the southern Canadian Plains [Snake River Idaho] sweeping east. Proto 

Iroquoian swept up from the south at about the same time. Though both Amerind they were different culturally. 



Locations where greater D*mond family is recorded 1720-1800.Beekman Patent, Hurley (Woodstock), Marbletown, 

Poughkeepsie, Fishkill, and Phillips Patent.    1776 Thomas Jefferys   

 



Mahican-Wappinger lived in a matriarchal society in small Bands. These Bands belonged to one of three clans. 

Marriage was only allowed between people of different clans. The clans in combination make up the European 

construct of Tribe. The tribal population only came together in times of mutual need such as warfare and times of 

celebration. 

Several maps from the 1730s to 1760s record the location of Indiantown south of Fishkill and north of Phillipstown. 

Not much is known about 

Indiantown. It is thought to be 

the site of the last Wappinger 

village of Daniel Nimham 

(1724ï1778) the last sachem or 

chief of the Wappinger and the 

most prominent Native 

American of his time in the 

Hudson Valley.  

In 1730 only a few hundred 

Wappinger were left in lower 

Hudson Valley. There was a 

consolidation underway of 

surviving Bands and integration 

of refuge eastern Bands. They 

later become known as River 

Indians. Some had already 

settled to the north at 

Schaghticoke or at Mahican 

villages near Stockbridge 

[Indian Mission], 

Massachusetts. A large number 

of Mahicans left for Wyoming 

Valley of Pennsylvania, and the 

Sandusky River in Ohio. It is 

coincidence but both of these 

locations became home to 

future generations of 

Dymondôs. This left 400 

Mahican at Wnahkutook on the 

Housatonic River, the last 

official Mahican capital 

[campfire]. Most of these had 

converted to Christianity.  

In 1740 the year of Matthew 

Dymondôs birth Shekomeko 

Mission was established by the Moravians for Mahicans and Wappinger.  

 

1744 was the beginning of King Georgeôs War 1744ï1748, the third of four French and Indian Wars. Mahican 

provided military service to the British during this War.  The war took a heavy toll on the northern colonies. The 

losses of Massachusetts men alone in 1745-46 were estimated at 8% of that colony's adult male population. At the 



end of this War there were years of peace though the stage was set for the final French 

and Indian War 1756-1763 [Seven Years War]. New York Province passed a law in 

1744 forbidding any person to reside with Indians in order to Christianize them. 

It is interesting to note that 45 Stockbridge warriors joined Major Robert Rodgerôs 

Rangers as back woods fighters for the Seven Years War. Seventeen years later four 

Diamondsô that we know from yDNA testing of descendants were of the same 

Amerind lineage as Matthew Dymond and were fighting for the British as Loyalists. 

The Loyalist Diamondôs were members of James Rodgersô Rangersô Kingsô Rangers 

battalion.  Rodgerôs Rangers were now being led by Robert Rodgers brother, James. 

Rodgers Rangers were disbanded 24 December 1783. They remained through the 

winter at St. Johnôs, Quebec later settling at Cataraqui Twp. #3 Fredericksburgh,                 Robert Rodgers 1776  

Ontario from their cousins to the south.                                                                                               Library of Congress 

The wars leading up to the American Revolution were extensions of the Wars being fought in Europe 

simultaneously. They set the stage for the American Rebellion. The Dymond lineage/s lived at the very heart of the 

area that is the subject of Crucible of War: The Seven Years' War and the Fate of Empire in British North America, 

1754-1766 by Fred Anderson. 

Matthew Dymond and Anne Mosher are said by some to have been married in 1766 at Pawling, Dutchess County 

though I have not located a record. Anne Mosher was the daughter of William Mosher and Margaret Wood. Anne 

was a very young orphaned Quaker girl when married. Ann was born c. 1753. Her parents were residents of the 

Oswego vicinity as early as 1750 but were not taxed in the Beekman Patent. Anne died c. 1832 at Woodstock, Ulster 

County, New York.  

From the book, Descendants of Hugh Mosher and Rebecca Maxson Through Seven Generations, Rev. Ed., 1990, 

compiled by Mildred (Mosher) Chamberlain and Laura (McGaffey) Clarenbach, page 20 

WILLIAM
3
 MOSHER (James

2
, Hugh

1
) 

b. Dartmouth, MA March 24, 1715 

d. when his son Jonathan was still a boy, according to Jonathan's daughter Hannah. 

He married, MARGARET WOOD (Jonathan
3
, Thomas

2
, John

1
), July 24, 1736, and was born Little Compton RI 

April 26, 1719. 

William and Margaret sold their homestead in Dartmouth September 8, 1748 and probably removed soon after that 

to Oswego, Beekman, Dutchess Co. NY.  Records there are meager.  On February 2, 1753 Margaret, William, and 

David Mosher (William's brother), witnessed the marriage of Allen Moore to Abigail Collins at the Oblong Meeting 

of Friends.  In 1755 William and Silas Mosher were on a list of Quakers in Dutchess County.  On August 18, 1757 

William was disowned for non-attendance at the Meeting.  On Wednesday after Trinity 1759, Rhody, child of 

William and Margaretha Mosher, Quakers, was baptized in the Zion Lutheran Church, Loonenberg Athens, Greene 

Co. NY.  No later record of William and Margaret has been found. After William died the children were placed in 

other families. 

Children: 

SILAS MOSHER      b. Dartmouth MA ca. 1736;  d. after 1774, in Pittsford, Rutland Co. VT 

RHODY MOSHER       b. December 19, 1740 

SARAH MOSHER         b. ca. 1744 m. _____HOWLAND 

DAVID MOSHER          b. ca. 1748   d. probably 1832 Dover, Dutchess Co. NY 

JONATHAN MOSHER b. April 1748 (?twin to David) 

TIMOTHY MOSHER     b. ca. 1750 

JAMES MOSHER          b. October 25, 1752 

ANNE MOSHER            b. c. 1753  m. MATTHEW DIAMEND of New Hackensack NY 

                                       Child: (DIMEND): MARGARETHA, bp. October 1773 

WILLIAM MOSHER     b. 1757 

MARGARET MOSHER m.  March 2, 1777, Bangall Baptist Church, Stanford, Dutchess Co. NY JOHN HOAG  



References:  Dartmouth, MA Vital Records.  Leonard Papers, Elisha C. Leonard, Genealogical records of old 

families of Dartmouth MA. 2 vol. typescript at New Bedford Public Library, New Bedford. MA.  Wood Family 

Index, 365, John S. Wood Sr., 1966.  Bristol  Co. MA Legal Records 37:4.  New York Genealogical and 

Biographical Record (NY) 84:22 (Rhody).  Granddaughter Hannah's letters to Mrs. Thew Phelps Manuscripts (all 

children except Rhody).  New York Genealogical and Biographical Record 37:175 (Margaretôs m.).  Reformed 

Dutch Church New Hackensack, Dutchess Co. NY in LC and Holland Society, NY (Margaretha Diamend). 

Matthew and Anneôs first recorded child, John was born in 1768 and followed by Henry born January 5, 1772. 

The first known record of Matthew is found in baptismal records of his third child at the Dutch Reformed Church of 

New Hackensack, Dutchess Co. New York. New Hackensack is in very close proximity of Beekman Patent and 

Poughkeepsie. The record is from October of 1773. Matthew Diamend and wife, Anne baptized their daughter 

Margaretha Dimend. [RDCNH] Matthew is not recorded further at this church. Another Dimond, Henry 
1755

 and his 

family are recorded at this church numerous times well into the mid 1800s being longtime members of the New 

Hackensack church. Many Dimondôs descending from Henry 
1755

 are buried in the church cemetery. Henry is 

recorded on the1790 Census as having one slave and living on the next lot next to Matthew Dymond. This seems 

odd given that the Matthew Dymond line was Native American. Henry Dimond 1755 is thought to be the son of 

Johannes Dimond and grandson of Edward Dimond.  This seems to support the idea that the Edward Dimond 

lineage of Beekman Patent was European. This also supports the idea that Matthew Dymondôs relationship to the 

Edward Dimond family was associative or adoptive. 

One year later in 1774 the Mahican and Wappinger were virtually the same Band. They decide as a whole the next 

year to fight for the American Revolutionaries. The Stockbridge Indians lost almost one half their remaining adult 

male populations fighting for the Americans during the Revolution. Stockbridge Indians fought for the Americans at 

Bunker Hill. 

A colonial official observing the weakened condition of the óRiver Indiansô in 1774 commented; 

ñThe Indians who formerly possessed that part of the Province which lies below Albany are now reduced to a small 

number, and are in general so scattered and dispersed, and so addicted to wandering that no certain account can be 

obtained of them. They are remnants of the Tribes, Montocks and others of Long Island-Wappingers of Dutchess 

County-Esopus, Papagonk &c in Ulster County and a few Schaghticoke. These tribes have generally been 

denominated River Indians, and consist of about Three hundred Fighting Men. They speak a language radically the 

same, and are understood by the Lenape (Delawareôs), being originally of the same Race. Most of these People at 

present profess Christianity, and so far as in their power adopt our Customs The greater part of them attended the 

Army during the late War (French and Indian War)ò. 

As in most Wars siblings and cousins find themselves on opposing sides. The Dymond family was not an exception. 

The Revolution was in large part about the Three Life Lease manorial system of leased land, the first of the Rent 

Wars. The Phillipstown Diamond branch may have been caught up in the politics of southern Dutchess County, a 

Tory/Loyalist hotbed who found their leased land confiscated at the end of the War.  

In 1776 Matthew Dymond had three young sons, John, Henry, and Matthew Jr. and one daughter, Margaretha. The 

family was living in southern Dutchess County. The British had taken control of New York City and were preparing 

to move north up the Hudson River. At the same time Burgoyne was to move south down from Canada. The forces 

were to come together. British agents were roaming the Hudson Valley at this time promising farms and land to 

tenant farmers and slaves if they would fight for the King. Some tenant farmers joined the Crowns Army. Others 

that remained home but loyal to the Crown were classified as ódisaffectedô. Some of the disaffected joined Britainôs 

Indian allies to harass their Whig neighbors. The plan ended with Burgoyneôs surrender at Saratoga in 1777. 

Matthewôs relations Jacob Diamond 1744, Jacob Diamond 1756 and his brother John Diamond 1762 were among 

the Kings Loyal Americans formed by Ebenezer Jessup. They took part in ill fated Burgoyne campaign in 1777. 



They were also known as Jessupôs Rangers. One source says Jessupôs Rangers, James Rodgers Rangers and Peters 

Queenôs Loyal Rangers merged in 1781 at St. Johnôs, Quebec and disbanded in 1784. At the Battle at Saratoga the 

Stockbridge Mahicans again fought alongside Americans. 

The next record of Matthew Dymond is the Company muster roll at Fort Clinton September 23, 1778.   

He is listed as Matthew Dimond, Private of the 5
th
 Dutchess County Militia Regiment of Captain West's Company 

under Col. James Vanderburgh. [NAMF881:761; SBP I:454-5] This unit was composed primarily of the Beekman 

and Union Vale area with one Company from Dover. Most of the names on this roll were from the Clove in the 

Oswego area. Commissions for this unit were issued October 17, 1775. Matthew Dymond is also found on the 4
th
 

Dutchess County Militia Regiment list of those with Land Bounty Rights 1776. [LBR]  

The original Ft. Clinton was just south of Ft. Montgomery. It was destroyed and abandoned in October of 1777. 

Matthew was deployed to Fort Arnold which was renamed Ft. Clinton after Benedict Arnold's desertion and later 

renamed Ft. Clinton. This fort was directly across from Fort Constitution. It secured the west end of the West Point 

chain from spring of 1778 to winter of 1782.  

The 5
th
 NY Regiment Continental 

Army is not the same as the 5
th
 

Dutchess County Militia. Each state 

had a quota of soldiers to provide to 

the Continental Army. New York's 

share was 5 regiments. These were 

full time soldiers that were paid by 

the Continental Congress (hence the 

name "Continental Army") and could 

be used anywhere, anytime for any 

purpose. They were ultimately under 

the command of George Washington. 

They trained together, ate together, 

marched together and slept together. 

They were the forerunner of today's 

Regular Army. Each state also 

maintained State Troops in the form 

of Militia. These troops were paid by 

the state and under the command of 

the governor and the Militia 

generals. They were called into                     

service as needed, usually for a short              Fort Arnold later Fort Clinton, West Point and Fort Constitution 

duration during times of alarm. They 

normally never left their home state. They are the forerunner of today's National Guard. The militia was organized 

by county. Several times when the enemy invaded a particular state the governor would detach certain regiments for 

federal service. At this point they became part of the Continental Army but as soon as the danger was over they 

reverted back to state service.- R. McGuinness 

Matthew and Anne had no more known children until well after the War;  Mary in 1787, William in 1790, Isaac in 

1791, and Phoebe in 1792. 

 

Matthew Dymond was enumerated on the first federal census in 1790 at Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County.  

Listed are Henry Dymond; 2 boys 15 or under; 3 girls; and wife 1 slave.  

Next is Matthew Dymond; 1 boy 16+ yrs; 5 boys 15 or under; 3 girls; and wife. 

 

Henry is with little doubt Henry Dymond (Dimond) born
1755

 and thought to be the son of Johannes
1723

 who was in 

turn the son of Edward (Ned) Dymen/Dimond family of Beekman Patent. 



As previously noted it seems odd that Matthew is living next to Henry Dimond, a slave holder in 1790, given that 

the Matthew Dymond line was Native American. Again this seems to support the idea that the Edward Dimond 

lineage of Beekman Patent was European and supports the idea that the relationship was associative or adoptive. 

Matthew Dimond sued James Dearing [19 January 1793] in a trial held 24 January 1794 in Dutchess County. 

Matthew was involved in a hunting accident in 1792 where he lost his left arm as a result. James Dearing was the 

cause of the accident. Dearing claimed the gun went off accidentally.  [CP] 

Matthew was enumerated at Poughkeepsie in 1790 but a look at the 1790 census of Woodstock, his next known 

residence, tells is that there were 254 persons belonging to 53 families. The enumerator only included persons living 

as families. Those living alone were omitted as were pioneers living elsewhere during winter months. It was 

common for settlers to come to Woodstock [crossing the river from Dutchess County] in intervals to clear land, 

plant, harvest, and build houses and barns. Whether Matthew was one of those living in Poughkeepsie in winter and 

Woodstock in summer is not known. When Matthew permanently settled at Woodstock is not known. He is not 

found on the 1800 census at any location. There is a Matthew and Henry Dymond seventy-five miles north at 

Halfmoon, in Saratoga County. The parsimonious connection of these men is to Marcus Dymond 1723 who was 

living twenty-four miles to the east of Halfmoon at Stephentown. Children named in the will of Marcus were sons 

Matthew and Henry.    

Woodstock Village  

At the close of the Revolution most of the Tory grants were confiscated and settlers came from across the river to 

the site now occupied by Woodstock Village. Town records from 1874 to 1804 are lost but other sources remain at 

Kingston, the New York State Library at Albany, the New York Public Library, and the library of the New York 

Historical Society. 

The first town survey of the Rock City road in Woodstock was in 1808 and included a 600 acre tract that was the 

center of Woodstock Village development. Among the first settlers seeking farms within its bounds were John 

Wigram, Matthew Dymond, and John Newkirk. 

Robert Livingston [Lord of Claremont Manor] placed the first tenant settlers at Woodstock. Between 1762 and 1775 

most Woodstock tenants were living under three life leases.  During the Revolutionary War Woodstock was all but 

abandoned but by the end of the 1780s settlers began to return and with them the Livingstonôs began to once again 

enforce land leases after being suspended and ignored during the war years. A lease holder paid yearly rents to the 

landlord. The lease holder would work the land and make improvements to the land. He could sell the leasehold on 

approval of the landlord at which time he owed the landlord one-sixth of what was received. Leases were for three 

lives thereby allowing the farmer to pass his work on to the next generation. At the end of the third life term the land 

went back to the landlord. Loss of the land that had been worked and improved for three generations was behind the 

Farmers Rebellion or Down Rent War of 1845-1847. 

From Woodstock History and Hearsay by Anita Smith we learn Matthew Dymond is believed to have acquired a 

considerable section of Great Lot 26 although no recorded deeds have been found. Some portions of land in Lot 26 

were apparently sold outright and not subject to the three life leases that brought about the Down Rent War1845-

1847. Rock City was a 600 acre division of Great Lot 26 in the Hardenburgh patent. Matthew had land on the east of 

the Rock City crossroads. A road survey of 1808 shows his barn. In 1808 he sold a lot to John Newkirk. A survey 

for a more direct route past Rock City crossroads was made this year and it shows the Matthew Dymond house on 

the way to the Wide Clove (now known as Meads). Smith also states Dymond had a farm outside of Lot 26.  

 

The question of whether Matthew or his sons were leasing land from the Livingstonôs (now Catherine Beekman 

Livingston) is not resolved. A thorough search of the records at the New York State Library at Albany, the New 

York Public Library, and the library of the New York Historical Society has not been undertaken to my knowledge. 

The collection of papers pertaining to the Livingston and Beekman Families would undoubtedly lead to new 

discoveries and insights.  



 

                 First federal census 1790 Poughkeepsie  



Whether or not Matthew was in total or partially farming under the three lease system is not certain. What is clear is 

that Matthewôs son William 1790 was a major player in the Farmers Rebellion or Down Rent War of 1845-1847 

sagas leading to his self imposed exile to Dymond Hollow PA shortly after resolution to the Rent War conflict.  

The 1800 Woodstock, Hurley, Navisink, Mamakating, Marbletown, and Kingston census pages have been searched 

entry by entry in their entirety. Neither Matthew 1740 nor his sons were recorded there or anywhere in that year. 

There are several dates mentioned in various records as to the arrival of Matthewôs sons and daughters to Luzerne 

County, Pennsylvania to the location that became known as Dymond Hollow. It could have been as early as 1802 or 

as late as 1808 but suffice it to say that with the exception of Matthew1740 and sons, William1790 and Isaac 1791 

the rest of the clan, including his daughters and their husbands all settled at Eaton and Exeter Twps., Luzerne 

County, PA by 1809. 

There is one Dymond record that is a mystery. It is found a few miles south of Woodstock at Mamakating in 1800. It 

is that of a young John Dymond with a wife, son and daughter. This record is probably not that of John 1768 as he 

would have had four children in 1800. This John Dymond is no doubt one of the greater Dymond clan. We will 

likely never know where he fits into the family. 

 

 

1810 FED CENSUS WOODSTOCK, ULSTER CO., NY PG. 821 

 

 



1810 FED CENSUS 

Matthew and the names on either side of him are: 

~John Wigram John Wigram worked for Robert L. Livingston Lord 

of Clermont (Livingston Manor). Beginning in 1805 Wigram 

became surveyor and land agent for the Livingstonôs. He came to 

Woodstock in 1806.They were regarded as a social cut above most 

at Woodstock. In 1806 and 1807 Wigram set about to put the 

Livingston tenant farms back on a regular paying basis by studying 

the 1790s rent rolls. John farmed with the help of slaves that were 

freed by law in 1827. These slaves carried his Wigram name. His 

son John S. Wigram carried on his business after his fatherôs death 

in 1830. John S. became town clerk. 

~John S. Wigram 

~Catherine Newkirk The Newkerk family were in Woodstock beginning in 1760.The lot Catherine occupies may be 

the lot Matthew sold to John Newkirk in 1808 

~Mathew Dimon or Dimen 

It reads; 1 male of 16 -25 (between 1794 and 1785) and 1 male over 45 (before 1765). This would be son, Isaac and 

Matthew. The females would be Isaacôs wife Sarah and Matthewôs wife Anne. 

~William Dimon or Dimen 

It reads; 1 male of 16 -25 (between 1794 and 1785) and 1 female over of 16 -25 (between 1794 and 1785). This is 

son William 1790 and wife Catherine and their children, Jacob and Margaret Ann. 

~James Mooney 

 Benjamin Davis has not yet purchased the Dymond property. He is in Woodstock living next to Jacob Sickler. The 

Sicklerôs are one of the long associated and related families to the Dymondôs. 

In 1812 Matthew Dymond sold the land on the southeast corner of Rock City cross roads to Benjamin Davis who 

erected a blacksmith shop there attached to his home. Davisô name occurs frequently in the books of the Bristol 

Glass Company for whom he did a large business mending plows, sleds and chains and making hundreds of axes. 

Dymond's son William occupied a house on the northeast corner.                                                                      

William Dymond 1790 participated in the War of 1812. [See William 1790 bio- sketch]  

Shortly after the war of 1812 ended on March 23, 1815, the United States entered a period of financial panic as bank 

notes rapidly depreciated because of inflation following the war. The 1815 panic was followed by several years of 

mild depression, and then a major financial crisis ï the Panic of 1819, which featured widespread foreclosures, bank 

failures, unemployment, a collapse in real estate prices, and a slump in agriculture and manufacturing. 

1820 FED CENSUS WOODSTOCK, ULSTER CO., NY PG. 46 B. Lasker 

Matthew and the names on either side of him are; 

~Isaac  Dymond 

1 male to 1810-1820, 1 male 1775-1794, 2 females 1810-1820, 1 female 1775- 1794) 

(Matthewôs son Isaac 1791and wife Sarah Booth) 

~Phillip Van De Bogait (Van De Bogart an early Dutchess County and Woodstock family) 

~Mathew Dymond 

1 male and 1 female both born before 1775) 

(Matthew and Anne) 

~Benjamin P. Davis  

[Blacksmith to whom Matthew sold the land on the southeast corner of Rock City cross roads in 1812] 

 



Woodstock 1820 

 

 

 

In 1825 Matthew Dymond and his wife deeded their entire property to their son-in-law John Sickler in consideration 

of his taking care of them for the rest of their lives. He was to provide good and sufficient meat, drink, lodging, 

washing and clothing necessary and befitting for them, and to use them kindly and affectionately and to pay all 

necessary funeral expenses and charges for both at their death. The 1830 census is confirmation that John and Mary 

[Dymond] Sickler have returned to Woodstock from Dymond Hollow, Exeter Twp. Luzerne County having lived at 

that location since at least 1810.  

 

John and Mary [Dymond] Sickler continue to live in and be recorded at Woodstock until and including the 1860 

census. 

 

The Panic of 1825 was a stock crash following a bubble of speculative investments in Latin America which led to a 

decline in business activity in the United States and England. The recession coincided with a major panic. 

 

1830 FEDERAL  CENSUS WOODSTOCK, ULSTER COUNTY, NY 
Comparing this record with 1810 we see John Wigram and son. John is destined to pass this year. Benjamin Davis is 

still residing on the lot sold him by Matthew in 1812. And we now find John Sickler and Mary Dymond Sickler 

along with Matthew Dymond and Ann as per the life estate agreement. 
 
John Wigram  

John Wigram 

Thomas Conine 

Elias Sloat 

Samuel Culver 

Benjamin P. Davis 



John Lewis 

John Sickler and Mary Dymond Sickler along with Matthew Dymond and Ann 
Hosea Arnold 

Jeremiah Sickler 

 

Entry; 

John Sickler   1xxxxx1xxx1xx|1211xx1x1xxxx 

One male is 40-50  1780-1790 (John Sickler, one son, five daughters and wife Mary) 

One male is 80-90  1740-1750 (Matthew) 

One female is 40-50  1780-1790 (Mary Dymond Sickler) 

One female male is 60-70  1760-1770 (Ann Mosher Dymond) 

Matthewôs son, William Dymond1790 and his wife Catherine are now residing at a distance from Rock City Cross 

Roads. Presumably he is leasing land from the Livingstonôs at this time. He is again recorded in Woodstock in 1840 

for the last time. As a result of the Down Rent War of 1845-1847 they are next recorded back at Dymond Hollow 

PA. Williams Rent War exploits are mentioned in Anita Smithôs book Woodstock History and Hearsay. 

 

Matthewôs son, Isaac Dymond 1791 and his wife Sarah Booth have migrated a few miles north to Saugerties, NY.  

 

            Woodstock 1830        John Sickler wife Mary. Living with them are Matthew Dymond 1740 and Anne  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Woodstock 1830 
William Diamond (Dymond) 

 

 

 

 

 

William left Woodstock after the Down Rent war never to return. William Dymond 1790 passed in Monroe Twp 

(Dymond Hollow PA vicinity) in 1853. Williamôs wife Catherine and their son William H. Diamond1822 and his 

wife Susannah left Dymond Hollow returning to Woodstock after the Civil War.  William H. Dymond was a house 

painter and Baptist minister in Woodstock. He and Susannah are buried in Willow Cemetery at Woodstock. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Children of Matthew and Anne Dymond 
 

The outline of the children of Matthew and Anne is from Robert Dymondôs book Genealogy of the Dymond, 

Williams, and Related Families. Corrections and additions to Roberts outline have been made. It should be 

understood that further revision may be necessary as new facts come to light. The outline reflects current thinking. 

Descendant lines from each of Matthewôs sons with the exception of Matthew 1775 have been yDNA tested. The 

results show that these men are indeed very closely related as shown by yDNA measurement. Further they all carry 

the relatively rare Y chromosome single nucleotide polymorphism (SNP) mutation that is exclusive to pre 

Columbian American Indians. Additionally they are a high resolution match with the Diamond lines that descend 

from lineage branches that were Loyalist refugees that removed to Ontario in 1783. Ontario yDNA tested branches 

are those of brothers, Jacob
1756

 and John Diamond 
1762

 and their cousin John Diamond
1760

 . 

This confirms the suspected connection between the branches that originated in Dutchess County New York 

Province. 

Matthew and Anne's children, with the exception of Isaac, migrated to the Endless Mountains area of northeastern 

Pennsylvania settling in Exeter and Eaton Twps originally part of Tunkhannock Township in Luzerne County 

Pennsylvania between 1802 and 1808. They settled within a three mile radius of what would later be known as 

Dymond Hollow near Lockville. 

  

John Dymond
1768 

and Matthew Dymond
1775 

 settled in Exeter Township. Henry Dimond
1772 

 in Tunkhannock 

Township which was later carved up and Henryôs farm then became part of Eaton Township. 

 

Sisters, Mary Dymond Sickler
1770

, Margaretha Dymond Montross
1773

, and Phoebe Dymond 
1793 

Ryder also settled in 

the area with their husbands. 

 

William Dymond
1790

 was a resident of Woodstock until just after the Down Rent War of 1845-1847. William was a 

notable participant in the Down Rent War and presumably self exiled to Dymond Hollow PA at its conclusion. After 

Williamôs death his wife and son returned to Woodstock never to leave. 

 

Matthewôs youngest son, Isaac Dymond
1791

 left Woodstock migrating to Saugerties a few miles to the north and then 

later to NYC. They are buried at the Woodstock Cemetery. 

Updated outline: 

*John Dymond Sr.  

          Born, 1768, in Dutchess Co, NY  

          Died, 18 Mar 1852, Lockville, Northmoreland Twp, Wyoming Co, PA 

          Migrated 1800+, to Luzerne Co, PA 

          Burial, 1852, Northmoreland Twp  

          John married Mary "Polly" Lawson who was born NY  ca 1770, NY   

          In 1870 age 98 she was living with son Isaac.  

          She died, 18 Nov 1874, Lockville, Northmoreland Twp, Wyoming Co, PA Burial, 1874,  

          at Fitch Cemetery. 

          Children;  

                          Joseph
1795

*  

                          Maria
1796

 

                          John
1797

 

                          Matthew
1798

 

                          Anna
1799

 

                          Abraham
1803

 

                          Mabel
1808

 

                          William Henry
1811

 



                          Jane
1812

 

                          Isaac Jacob
1816

*  

                          Mahala
1818

. 

Mary Dymond 

           Born, 1787  

           Mary married John Sickler Born in NY 

           Residence, Sep 1823, in Exeter Twp, Luzerne Co, PA 

           In 1825 Matthew Dymond and his wife deeded their entire property to their son-in-law  

           John Sickler in consideration of his taking care of them for the rest of their lives. He was 

           to provide good and sufficient meat, drink, lodging, washing and clothing necessary and 

           befitting for them, and to use them kindly and affectionately and to pay all necessary  

           funeral expenses and charges for both at their death. The 1830 census confirm John and  

           Mary Sickler have returned to Woodstock from Dymond Hollow, Exeter Twp. Luzerne  

           County having lived at that location since at least 1810.  

           John and Mary (Dymond) Sickler continue to live in and be recorded at Woodstock until  

           and including the 1860 census 

            Children: 

                            Mary 1806  

                            Esther 1821 

                            Mathias 1830  

                            There are at least 4 more that remain unnamed.  

 

Margaretha Dymond 

          Baptism, 3, Oct 1773 [RDCNH]     

          She married Reuben Montross, son of Jacob Montross and Miss Cromeline, 8 Dec 1791,  

          in Poughkeepsie, Dutchess Co, NY [First Reformed Church of Poughkeepsie]  

          Reuben Born, 8 Aug 1768, Long Island, NY  Died, 5 Jan 1856, Vernon, Wyoming Co, PA 

          They migrated: 1807, Lockville, Luzerne Co, PA 

          Burial, 1856, Vernon, Wyoming Co, PA 

          Children:  

                         Peter 

                         David b. 14 July 1811 

                         Elijah b. 16 April 1815  m. Abigail Hadsell d. 16 July 1898 in IA  

                         Lovica   b. ~1820  m. Asa Taylor 

 

*Henry Dimond 

           Born, January 5, 1772, Dutchess Co, NY 

           Died, Jun 3, 1865, Coldwater Branch Co., MI 

           Served in War of 1812 [enlisted from Montrose, Susquehanna Co, PA] 

           Married Catherine Stewart   Born, ~ 1780 Died, ~ 1833, Eaton Twp., Luzerne Co, PA  

           Daughter of Gamaliel Stewart and Elizabeth St. John. 

           Children: 

                     Anne b. 1804 

                          Deborah b.1805 

                          Female unknown b. ~ 1807  

                          Henry*  b.1809  

                          Daniel b.1811Luzerne Co. 

                          John*  b. 1814 Eaton Twp. 

                          Abram b. 1815 Eaton Twp 

                           Ira S. b.1819 Eaton Twp., Luzerne Co. 

                           Alfred b.1820 

                            



Matthew Dymond Jr. 

          Born, 1775 Dutchess Co, NY 

          Died, 1862  

           He married Margaret Sickler in NY Residence, 1825, Woodstock, Ulster Co, NY  

           Children:  

                          Matthew and Margaret had 10 children according to census records.  

 

*William Dymond  

             Born, 1790 Dutchess Co, NY 

             Died, 7 December 1853 Monroe Twp. Wyoming Co., PA 

             Served in War of 1812 Capt. Campbell's 23rd US Infantry 1813-1815 

             He married Catherine Kisenger 6 March 1814  Woodstock, Ulster Co, NY 

             Children:  

                           Jacob M. 1816 

                           Margaret Ann 1818 

                           Catherine 1820 

                           William H. 1823 

                           Sylvester Perry 1826*  

                           Isaac B. 1829 

                           Charles 1832 

                           Deliz Jane 1834 

                           Phoebe1836 

                           Pearl 1837 

 

* Isaac Dymond 

             Born, 14 March 1791 Dutchess Co, NY 

             Died, 4 February 1872 Willow Cemetery, Woodstock.  

             He married Sarah Booth 1812. She was born 18 February 1791. Died 23 July 1868 

             Children:  

                           Jacob 1812*  

                         Anna Maria 1813 

                         Martin Luther 1817 

                            Lettie 

                            Jane 

                            Betsey 

                            Emaline 

                            Irene 

                            Nancy 1822 

                            Sarah J. 1837 

Phoebe Dymond  

             Born, 1793 Dutchess Co, NY 

             Died, 1872    Burial, 1872, in Shandaken, NY [Churchyard Cemetery] 

             She married Moses Ryder Born in NY Died, 1864, in PA Burial, 1864, Centermoreland,  

             Wyoming Co, PA Centermoreland Cemetery 

             Children:  

                            Isaac Ryder 

                            Anna Ryder m. Hiram Freer 



                           Eliza Ryder 

                             Matilda Ryder 

                             John Ryder 

                             Briggs Ryder 

 

 

* Descendants linked by yDNA. All direct line males are members of the rare yDNA haplogroup Q-M3. yDNA 

testing has established a signature haplotype and confirmed relationship between descendants. If there are any 

errors in the outline they would amount to misattribution to a particular father. This could be possible in the lines of 

John1768, Henry1772, and Matthew1772. 

 

 

 

 

Marriage Links  

Marriages link Dymond, Booth, McDaniel, and Sickler families of Woodstock, NY with Exeter Twp [Dymond 

Hollow] PA  

Mary
2
 Dymond, (Matthew

1
) married to John Sickler 

Matthew
2
 Dymond

1775
, (Matthew

1
) married to Margaret Sickler 

Isaac
2
 Dymond

1791
 (Matthew

1
) married to Sarah Booth

1791
 

Joseph
3 
Dymond

1795
 (John

2
, Matthew

1
) married Mary Booth

1799
 

Elizabeth (Betsey) Booth
1803

 married James McDaniel 

Martin Booth
1797

 woodcutter and preacher of Woodstock was the brother of Mary Booth Dymond, Sarah Booth 

Dymond, and Elizabeth Booth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anecdotal 

There are two books on Woodstock.  

Woodstock History of an American Town by Alf Evers 1987. There is only one mention of the Diamond family 

[William H. Dymond 1790] in this book but the book is an amazing historical work and well worth the read for a 

thorough understanding of Woodstock history and a feel of life on both sides of the river in this era.  

History and Hearsay was written at the request of the Woodstock Historical Society by Anita Smith. Dymond and 

related families are mentioned in this book. 

 There is interesting dialogue about Glassmaking in Woodstock some of which follows. 

 

In gathering material Anita had many conversations with Martin McDaniel a third generation Woodstock resident 

that shared a common past with the Dymond, Booth, and Sickler families that intermarried and later migrated to 

Pennsylvania. 



Five Glass companies operated in Woodstock Township during the first half of the nineteenth century. Of these the 

Glass Cotton and Clay Company was the most successful. Dymond was a name found among the glass blowers 

connected with the early industry. The Bristol Glass Cotton and Clay Company was in the area of and included all of 

the hamlet known as Bristol and now known as Shady.  Bristol is said to be the birth place of Joseph
3 
Dymond 

(John
2
, Matthew

1
). 

In one of the many conversations Anita Smith had with Martin McDaniel, Anita tells of standing in front of the 

MacDaniel farm looking north to the contours of Indian Mountain where they would soon hike in search of the old 

glass sites.  

Martin MacDaniel was pointing to the place halfway up the mountain distinguished by a difference of vegetation, 

where the trees had never covered the scars of a settlement which had been abandoned for a hundred years. She tells 

of pushing through thickets of laurel while hiking in and out of ravines and of fording the upper Sawkill and 

Dymond Creeks. [Dymond Creek and Dymond Hollow are found at Exeter Twp. Luzerne Co., Pennsylvania also] 

The mountain now covered with grey beech was once a great forest of hemlocks. Wood cutters supplied the fuel for 

the glass factory's furnaces from the chopped down hemlock forest. Doing so eventually removed their livelihood. 

Now the whole of Indianhead Mountain had reverted to wilderness. Forty families once made their lives here. An 

expedition to the site of the Bristol Works by the Woodstock Historical Society found many fragments of glass. 

Clear aquamarine color with a few bits of yellowish hue, others darker green brilliant a green-blue as the glass 

picked up later at the Bristol works. Whole hills of broken glass and of pieces of glazed crocks were seen. 

In one conversation Anita has with Martin MacDaniel she tells of Martin recalling his grandfather James 

MacDaniel, long since dead, telling him of the last wild Indians around Woodstock. They were seen by his father, 

dressed in skins and walking in single file through the woods on the way to Echo Lake. And although the Indians are 

no longer here ñthere is Indian blood in several well-known families of the townò. 

MacDaniel later told her, ñYou know there are tides in the mountains as well as in the sea.ò He had been talking of 

an incident which took place when he was a boy. He had tagged along when the older men had gone coon hunting in 

the moonlight on Indianhead. There had been a prolonged dry spell; therefore they were surprised to find a spring 

bubbling up and overflowing near the Dymond Hollow bear trap. His father told him to go to the house and fetch all 

the pails and kettles he could carry. They filled all of these and it was well they did because the next morning they 

found the spring dry. To this Mrs. MacDaniel added. ñYes and Iôve seen it happen to the spring back of this house. 

All at once on a moonlight night it will rise and overflow for no reason we can see unless itôs the pull of the moon.ò 

Another family closely associated with the Dymond and MacDaniel families was the Booth family. 

Martin Booth was the last to leave The Plains, supporting himself by cutting shingles from hemlock logs. His 

avocation was preaching and every Sunday he walked to Wittenburg to preach in the Methodist Church; in the 

afternoon he tramped to Little Shandaken where he repeated his sermon; and in the evening he came back to Bristol 

where he preached for the third time before walking home to The Plains. He did this for years without any 

compensation until the parishioners joined together to buy him a horse which made the twenty-five mile trip 

comparatively easy. 

 
Mountains north of  Woodstock 



Martin Boothôs sister Betsy was likewise a vigorous walker who thought nothing of walking to Saugerties or 

Kingston and returning with a bag of meal on her back. If it were cold she carried a hot brick for warmth. She 

married James McDaniel and lived near the old glass house. She was known for her skill at doctoring and for many 

years ñAunt Betsyôsò concoctions brought comfort to her neighbors. She gathered herbs and made infusions such as 

sweet fern for fever, spearmint for stomach ache, catnip for jumpy nerves, gentian for dysentery. But best known of 

all was her syrup of sassafras for coughs. Three of her sons were soldiers in the Civil War and they would write 

home asking for it. In response, Aunt Betsy would stay up all night to watch her crocks of syrup on the back of the 

stove, which she would later send to the soldiers by the case. 

 

Matthew Dymond died, 18 Mar 1852, Woodstock, Ulster Co, NY and is said to have been buried on the family 

farm. Matthewôs wife Anne died in 1832 and is also said to have been buried on the family farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[CP] Court of Common Pleas Dutchess County, New York 

[DHRP] Dymen of Hudsonôs River yDNA Project  

 www.sjdimond.us 

[LBR] Land Bounty Rights 4th Regt Dutchess County Militia New York in Revolution as a Colony and State Vol. 1 

J. B. Lyon Co. Albany, NY 1904 

 

[NAMF] National Archives of the United States microfilms 

[SBP] Settlers of Beekman Patent Frank Doherty 

Publications of the Woodstock Historical Society August 1931 

 

Records that could be searched: 

New York State Library at Albany 

New York Public Library 

Library of the New York Historical Society  

Records at Kingston 

Livingston Collections 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Map Woodstock mid 1870 
 


