
Dymen of Hudsonôs River 
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 Surname spelling Dymen is found in the earliest records. It is 

used in place of surnames Diamond, Dymond, and Dimond, all 

of which are used in the patrilineage. 
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S.J. Dimond with contributions by V. L. Dymond, C. E. Howland, and C. Short.  

 

Expanding on the work of Robert H. Dymond.  

 

GENEALOGY OF THE DYMOND, WILLIAMS AND RELATED FAMILIES 1981 ROBERT H. DYMOND 

"A genealogy is never completed, for there are always new events occurring, new 

discoveries made, and ever-present errors to be corrected. Many defects spring from 

the very nature of what is attempted and no one can avoid them.........".  Robert H. 

Dymond 

Robert H. Dymondôs book covers the Luzerne and Wyoming County Pennsylvania branches of a greater Dymen 

paternal lineage whose root is found in the Hudson River Valley in 1700s colonial America. Robert wrote this book 

from the perspective of his Pennsylvania branch line stemming from John Dymond
1768

. After a fresh look at  the 

outline it is found that from John Dymond
1768

 forward the original outline is fairly accurate especially in later 

generations down the line of John. However some linkages and early history presented have been revised. There too 

are issues regarding some of the men considered sons of John, who may in fact not be. It would be desirable to 

yDNA test men from untested branch lines. There were other Dymond men of Johnôs generation in the same 

óDymond Hollowô Pennsylvania vicinity who all arrived about the same time from New York, presumably from the 

Woodstock or Poughkeepsie vicinities. It is difficult to sort who was actually linked to whom. Especially mysterious 

is what became of Matthew
1775

 and his large family. 

 

D*mon[d]:  The surname has taken many forms over the years. It should be understood that spelling of the day in 

the 1600s and 1700s Hudson River Valley was phonetic with Dutch [West Germanic], German, and English each 

influencing and contributing, often at the whim of the recording scribe. Some spellings recorded include: Dymen; 

Dimon; Dymond; Diamond; Dimond; Diamen. There were over twenty variants. Spelling in most family branches in 

the US had stabilized into the variant in current use by 1830. In general the Ontario branches spelling has been 

Diamond since at least the Loyalist migration of 1783 and the Pennsylvania branches settled on the Dymond 

spelling. 



William Dymond
 1790

 

Born 1790 Dutchess County 

Died, 7 December 1853 Monroe Twp. Wyoming Co., PA 

Married Catherine Kisenger on 6 March 1814 at Woodstock, Ulster Co, NY. Catherine was born July 27, 1792, NY 

 

William was born in 1790 and is believed to be the fourth son of Matthew Dymond and Anne Mosher. The location 

of his birth was not recorded as far as we know though Matthew was recorded in Dutchess County on the first 

federal census of that year. George Washington was President of the United States and Thomas Jefferson was 

Secretary of State. The French Revolution was beginning its second year.   

 

 

Robert H. Dymond on page seven of his family history book GENEALOGY OF THE DYMOND, WILLIAMS AND 

RELATED FAMILIES 1981, lists an outline of the children of Matthew and Anne Dymond.  

 Robertôs book focuses on his branch line stemming from Matthew Dymondôs son, John Dymond
1768

.  The 

information included on the siblings of John
1768

 is sketchy, speculative, and in some cases incorrect. Among the 

errors is the birth order of Matthewôs children and a misattributed William Dymond. 

 

Birth order of Matthew Dymondôs children as published on page 7:  

i.   John Dymond 1768 married Mary Lawson/Lossing 

ii.      Mary Dymond 1787 married John Sickler 

iii.     William Dymond 1772 

iv.     Margaretha (Peggy) Dymond 1773 married Reuben Montross 

v.       Matthew Dymond 1775 

vi.      J. Henry Dimond 1776 married Catherine Stewart 

vii.     Isaac Dymond 1791 married Sarah Booth 

viii.    Phebe Dymond married Moses Rider/Ryder 

 

William is misplaced in the outline and he is also misattributed. The William named in the book is a member of a 

family that has deep roots in Albany and as far as is presently known not of the same lineage root, in other words not 

related in any way to Matthew Dymond
1740

 

Correct birth order:  

 

i.       John Dymond 1768 married to Mary Lawson/Lossing 

ii.      Henry Dimond 1772 married to Catherine Stewart 

iii.     Margaretha (Peggy) Dymond 1773 married to Reuben Montross 

iv.     Matthew Dymond 1775 married to Margaret Sickler 

v.      Mary Dymond 1787 married to John Sickler 

vi.     William Dymond 1790 married to Catherine Kisenger 

vii.     Isaac Dymond 1791 married Sarah Booth 

viii.    Phebe Dymond married Moses Rider/Ryder 

Direct descendant lines of John, Henry, William, and Isaac have been yDNA tested. The results were a conclusive 

high level match.   

 

The first record we have of William is the 1810 federal census in Woodstock, Ulster County, New York. William is 

living next to his father, Matthew. 

 



1810 FED CENSUS WOODSTOCK, ULSTER CO., NY PG. 821 

 

~John Wigram John Wigram worked for Robert L. Livingston Lord of Clermont (Livingston Manor). Beginning in 

1805 Wigram became surveyor and land agent for the Livingstonôs. He came to Woodstock in 1806.They were 

regarded as a social cut above most at Woodstock. In 1806 and 1807 Wigram set about to put the Livingston tenant 

farms back on a regular paying basis by studying the 1790s rent rolls. John farmed with the help of slaves that were 

freed by law in 1827. These slaves carried his Wigram name. His son John S. Wigram carried on his business after 

his fatherôs death in 1830. John S. became town clerk. 

~John S. Wigram 

~Catherine Newkirk The Newkerk family were in Woodstock beginning in 1760.The lot Catherine occupies may be 

the lot Matthew Dymond sold to John Newkirk in 1808 

~Mathew Dimon or Dimen 

It reads; 1 male of 16 -25 (between 1794 and 1785) and 1 male over 45 (before 1765). This would be son, Isaac and 

Matthew. The females would be Isaacôs wife Sarah and Matthewôs wife Anne. 

~William Dimon or Dimen 

It reads; 1 male of 16 -25 (between 1794 and 1785) and 1 female over of 16 -25 (between 1794 and 1785). This is 

son William 1790 and wife Catherine and their children, Jacob and Margaret Ann. 

~James Mooney 

Woodstock 1810 

 

 



 
V. L. Dymond contributed  to the following. William is his direct paternal line ancestor. 

 

War of 1812 

 William served in War of 1812.  He was on the roll of Capt. Campbell's 23rd US Infantry from 1813 to1815. 

William enlisted at Woodstock in January 1813 and served until about October 1814. The National Archives index 

lists him as having enlisted Feb 22, 1813 and discharged May 15, 1815.  

 

His record of service and his widowôs pension record provide documentation that is rarely found at these early dates. 

We learn of his residence at Wyoming Co. PA in 1851 and that his widow and son have removed back to 

Woodstock NY in 1871 and we learn of his marriage to Catherine Kisenger March 6, 1814 at Woodstock, NY.  

 

The pension process was drawn out. William passed in 1853 at Wyoming Co. PA (Dymond Hollow). With the help 

of Catherine Dymondôs son William H. Dymond the application went forward taking years to be granted. There are 

thirty-two pages on file at the National Archives. 

 Index to War of 1812 Pension files Volume I 

William Dymond, Catherine [Kisenger] WC-3948 [Widow's certificate] married 6 March 1814 Woodstock NY, 

soldier died 7 Dec 1853 Clarion County PA, served Campell's Company 23 US infantry, lived Wyoming County PA 

& widow lived Ulster County NY in 1871 

 

Copies of the widow's pension files from the National Archives includes a "Record Proof of Marriage, Birth, or 

Death".  It states; Catherine Kisenger born July 27th 1792 married William Dymond the 6th day of March 1814 by 

Philip Bonesteel A justes of the pece. 

Jacob M. Dymond first born the first day of March 1816 (6 is blurred) 

Margret Ann born May 15th, 1818 

Catherine born November 30th 1820 

Wm. Henry born Apr 11th, 1823 

Sylvester born June 17, 1826 

Isaac born Aug 10th, 1829 

Charles born Feb. 8th 1832 

Deliz Jane born March 12, 18ð[first name and date were hard to read] 

Phoebe born 12 Sep 1836 

Perl [Pearl was a male on 1850 Census] born July 9th 1837 [date difficult to read] 

     [Note: The last two childrenôs names were just a scribble.  Names from the 1850 census)] 

 
The record stated that William H. Dymond, who being duly sworn deposes and says that he resides in Woodstock 

and that he is custodian of the family record of marriage of Catharine Dymond, located in Woodstock, and custodian 

of the records thereof; that the following is a true copy of an extract from the record of marriage of such family 

record.  The signature of Affiant was Wm. H. Dymond. It was dated the 31 Aug 1872. 

 

Catherine Dymond's widow pension was $8 a month commencing Feb 14, 1871. She was 80 years old. 

 

     "War of 1812 Declaration of Widow For Pension" form states that on the 24th day of August 1871, Catharine 

Dymond, aged 80 years, a resident of Woodstock, declared that she is the widow of William Dymond who was 

enrolled in Captain Belknaps Company, 23 Regiment, at Woodstock, New York on the -- day of--1812 and was 

honorably discharged at Greenbush NY on the --day of--1814; that he served as a Private in a company organized 

under Capt. Belknap, Lieutenant Mc Carthy, Col. Dearborn, 23d regiment commanded by Gen. Bizelo, and marched 

to Sacketts Harbor thence participated in nearly all the battles on the frontiers of the west, had several engagements 

on the St. Lawrence, was at Montreal when our troops evacuated said place and assisted in throwing goods in the 

river, was disabled by Rheumatism, by reason of exposure and sent to the hospital at Utica, and attended by 

surgeons on Lake; and sent to Greenbush for discharge under General Burback, Ensign Lamb; that she was married 

under the name of Catharine Kisenger to said William Dymond on --day of March, 1814, by Mr. Bonesteel Esq. at 

Woodstock New York and her said husband died at Monroe [Township] State of Pennsylvania, on the 7th day of 

December 1853.  Husbands Bounty Land Warrant No. 16744.   



  She appointed Ethan A. Durham of Kingston, New York as her attorney to prosecute her claim, and obtain the 

pension certificate that may be issued;   Attested by W. H. Dymond and Susannah Dymond. 

(Her name was spelled both as Catherine and Catharine on these papers.) 

Five pages are of special interest and included here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Names and dates from the family Bible including children are listed. 

 



This page is interesting as it is witnessed and signed by Joseph Dymond and John B. [Booth] Dymond both cousins 

and residents of Dymond Hollow, PA. The widows claim was approved in September 12, 1872.  

 

 

 



 

 
This document cover included in the Archives records refers to 

William H. Dymond son of William. William H. filed papers 

relative to his fathers War of 1812 Land Warrant at 

Keelersburg, Wyoming Co. PA on September 21, 1859. 

Keelersburg is just to the north of Dymond Hollow and where 

John Dymond
1768

 first arrived in PA. 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William  Dymond married Catherine Kisenger 6 March 1814 Woodstock, Ulster Co, NY 

The 1820 federal census does not find William in Woodstock or any other NY location. An unidentified William is 

found in Northmoreland Twp. Luzerne Co. PA along with Matthew
1775

 and his wife Margaret Sickler and 

Matthew
1797

 and his wife Jane Montanye. This area is a few miles northwest of Dymond Hollow and the same area 

where William1790 returns to after leaving Woodstock in 1847.  It appears that after the War of 1812 William spent 

some time in the vicinity of his siblings in PA and then returned to Woodstock in time to be recorded on the 1830 

census. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

               1820 Northmoreland Twp. Luzerne Co. PA 



In 1830 William is living back in Woodstock but is no longer next to his father at the Rock City Cross Roads. [See 

Matthew
1740

] Presumably he is leasing land from the Livingstonôs at this time.  

 

His brother, Isaac Dymond and his wife Sarah Booth have migrated a short distance north to Saugerties.  

 

1830Woodstock Ulster Co., NY page 120, FHL film no. 017164 

William Diamond (Dymond) 121xxx1xxxxxx-xx2xx1 

  



William Diamond, male, 40-50 yrs 

1 female 30-40 yrs 

1 male 10-15 yrs 

2 males 5-10 yrs 

1 male under 5 yrs 

2 females 10-15 yrs 

 

 

William is recorded in Woodstock for the last time in 1840. 

 

 
1840 Woodstock, Ulster Co., NY page 110, FHL film 017208 

William Diamond x231xx1xxxxxx-11xx1x1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
William Diamond, male, 40-50 yrs 



1 female 40-50 yrs 

1 male 15-20 yrs 

3 males 10-15 yrs 

2 males 5-10 yrs 

1 female 20-30 yrs 

1 female 5-10 yrs 

1 female under 5 yrs 

 

Down Rent War 
William was a noted player in the Down Rent War of 1845-47. There is an account in the Woodstock Historical 

Society publication; óWoodstock History and Hearsayô by Anita Smith. From Chapter IV The Down Rent War we 

find that big Bill Dymond was one of the farmer rebellion or down rent men protesting the tenant farmer system of 

perpetual, two-life, and three-life leases in place since the days of Manor barons. The years of the rebellion were 

about 1844 to 1847.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ñBill Diamond stayed hiding for six months in the cave, leaving only to replenish his food supplies and a few others 

had fled the countyé.ò 

Many of those who participated in the Down Rent War were no longer welcome in the end.  

William and his family migrated back to Northmoreland Twp. Wyoming Co., PA for a second time, back to the 

neighborhood of his siblingôs homesteads. 

All of the Matthew Dymond
1740

 children with the exception of William
1790

 and Isaac
1791

 migrated to an area of a few 

square miles in northeastern Pennsylvania between 1801 and 1809. The area was just along and west of the 

Susquehanna River. Boundaries have changed over the years. The original Luzerne County was carved up several 

times. What were large townships were over time carved up into smaller and smaller townships. A thorough 

understanding of these changes is required to understand Dymond locations from record to record. A farmstead 

location in 1810 or 1820 may seem different than what is recorded in 1830 or 1840 but in reality is was only the 

county or township line name that changed. 

Wyoming County carved from Luzerne County in 1842. Wyoming to the North and Luzerne to the south 

 

 

This map is from the 1880s when boundaries had settled into what we find today. 



Keelersburg is on the map along the west side of the Susquehanna River in the top eastern third of the map. It was 

the first stop of the Dymond siblings after leaving Woodstock. 

 

The lilac shaded boundary line that starts in the west at about the bottom third and heads east eventually heading to 

the northeast is the boundary between Wyoming County to the north and Luzerne County to the south in current 

time. For a sense of scale it is a little over 10 miles along the lilac shaded boundary line from the Susquehanna River 

west to Lake Harvey, [as the crow flies [map center]] and it is less than a mile from the Susquehanna River along 

this same line to Dymond Hollow Road and Dymond Creek. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Township divisions and creations occurred in 1818, 1824, 1831, 1843, 1844, and 1847 eventually producing the 

boundaries as they are on the map. The Dymond clan branches of John
1768

, Henry
1772

 and Matthew
1775

 increased and 

expanded between 1810 and 1870. Working west from the river along the county line Dymond homesteads were on 

both sides of the county line running west and were found in Exeter [both locations], Franklin, Dallas, 

Northmoreland, and Monroe. 

William Dymond
 1790

 and his family was recorded with his siblings in both 1820 and 1850 



1850 census Northmoreland Twp., Wyoming Co. PA  page 90, dwelling 1520, FHL film 444806. 

[Northmoreland Twp. was originally part of Luzerne County]   

Wm. Diamond,         60 yrs    male,    farmer, born Penn. 

Catherin Diamond,    55 yrs   female,  born Penn. 

William Diamond,     25 yrs   male,    farmer, born Penn. 

(illegible) Diamond, 16 yrs    female,  born Penn. 

Phoebe Diamond,      14 yrs   female,  born Penn. 

Pearl Diamond,       12 yrs      male,  born Penn.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

(Note; this enumeration is an example of a careless disinterested census enumerator. It contains numerous errors. 

Fortunately there was enough other documentation to sort this mess) 

William Dymond passed 7 December1853 at Monroe Twp, Wyoming Co., PA. This location is recorded several 

times in Catherine Dymondôs Widowôs Pension request.  The document is difficult to read. The date can be read as 

1853 or 1863. The fact that Catherine Dymond is recorded in 1860 as widowed and living with the Leppo family in 

Eaton Twp. indicates 1853 is the correct year. Monroe twp. is adjacent to Northmoreland and Franklin Twps. and is 

within the 3-4 mile radius of Dymond Hollow and Lockville. Northmoreland Twp. is where William was recorded 

in 1820 and in 1850. 



 

William's Son William H. Dymond between 1859 and 1872 acted for his mother in action involving Williamôs Land 

Bounty Rights and his mothers widow Pension. Correspondence locations for son William H. during this ongoing 

saga are Centermoreland and Keelersburg, Wyoming Co., PA. 

Among the witness signatures of one of the affidavits are those of John B. Dymond 1820 and Joseph Dymond 1830 

both sons of Joseph Dymond 1795 who was the son of John Dymond 1768. 

 

William H. Dymond [Diamond] was with the Union Army Co. Pennsylvania Volunteers during the civil war years. 

His mother is recorded in 1860 as living with a family in Eaton Twp. Perhaps these are her son in law and 

grandchildren? 

1860 Census of Pennsylvania Wyoming County, Eaton, Page 49, dwelling 1105 

John Leppo, 46 yrs., male, stone mason, $100, born NY 

Almira,          16 yrs., female, domestic, NY 

Carmelia,        13 yrs., female, NY                 

Martin,     "         10 yrs., male, NY            

Charles,    "          7 yrs., male, Penn 

Emma ,      "          4 yrs.,  female, Penn 

Catherine Dymond,    65 yrs., female, NY 

 

By the 1870 census Catherine is back in Woodstock, NY living with her son William H. Diamond
1822

 and his wife 

Susannah.  In 1880 William and Susannah are living at Shandaken, 

Ulster County, New York 

Son William H. Dymond was a house painter and Baptist minister in Woodstock. He and Susannah are buried in 

Willow Cemetery at Woodstock. Williamôs grave stone reflects his time living in Pennsylvania and his Civil War 

service. 

Woodstock, New York 

Willow Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



1870 Census of New York, Ulster County, Woodstock, West Hurley Post office, page no. 47, film 552667  

Dwelling 346, family 362 

Diamond William,    45 yrs.  white male     painter           born N.Y. 

Diamond Susanna,    45 yrs.  white female   keeping house     born N.Y. 

Diamond Catherine   77 yrs.  white female   at home           born N.Y. 

Minard Mary,        17 yrs.  white female   domestic servant  born in N.Y. 

Dwelling 345, family 361 

Tayler James     40 yrs.  white male    Quarryman  $1200  $300   born in N.Y. 

Tayler Lany      36 yrs.  white female  Keeping house            born in N.Y. 

Tayler Ella      11 yrs.     "    "     attending school         born in N.Y. 

Tayler Catherine  9 yrs.     "    "         "       "             "   "  " " 

Tayler Carrie     6 yrs.     "    "         "       "             "   "  " " 

Tayler Lany       6 yrs.     "    "         "       "             "   "  " " 

Tayler Millie     4 yrs.     "    "     at home                   "   "  " " 

Tayler James      1 yr.   white male     "  "                     "   "  " " 

Jones Cornelius  19 yrs.  white male    stone cutter              "   "  " "      

(Note:  The Tayler family living next door to William Dymond may be related to Sylvester Dymond's wife , Emily 

Taylor.  There were Taylors living next door to Sylvester and Jacob Dymond) -V. L. Dymond

 


